Sunitinib Efficacy in Patients with Advanced pNET in Clinical Practice.
Sunitinib treatment leads to improvement in progression-free survival in patients with advanced pancreatic neuroendocrine tumours (pNETs). However, limited data exist regarding the effectiveness, safety and tolerability in clinical practice. We present the results of the first detailed pNET cohort analysis since sunitinib was approved. Patients with advanced, differentiated pNET treated with sunitinib were retrospectively analysed. All patients had progressive disease before start of sunitinib treatment. Twenty-one patients, with a median age of 64 years (range 28-78), were included in this study. Nineteen patients could be analysed for treatment effectiveness. Twelve (57%) patients exhibited either a partial response (1 patient) or stable disease (11 patients) according to the RECIST criteria. The median progression-free survival was 7.0 months (95% CI 3.0-12.0); the probability of being event-free at 6 months was 52.6% (95% CI 28.4-72.1). Potential influencing factors as Ki-67 index, age or duration of disease did not show significant correlations with the response to sunitinib therapy. Considering the differences in patients' characteristics, sunitinib in daily practice showed effectiveness parameters similar to the phase III trial.